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Everything is ready.   Are we? 
 
On first reading, our sympathy might lie with the poor man in this gospel story who 
finds himself in serious trouble because he is not suitably dressed for a party.   Like 
the men we thought about a couple of weeks ago, men who had worked all day yet 
received only the same pay as those who had worked for one hour.   To our way of 
thinking, it seems so unjust.   Without any notice, he had been hauled off the street 
into the grand wedding reception where he was a complete stranger.   How could he 
be expected to be appropriately attired? 
 
You may have heard the saying that if a woman goes to a function and sees 
someone dressed like her, she is mortified.   If a man goes to a function and finds 
no one dressed like him, he is uncomfortable.   We know we have to be dressed 
appropriately for the event if we are to fit in. 
 
We actually have two different parables here, both with significant symbolism yet 
they are linked.   As straightforward stories they make little sense by themselves 
and we need to understand the background.   In describing a wedding feast, Jesus 
was picking up the Old Testament theme of the heavenly banquet at the end of 
time, a joyful, lavish celebration in God’s kingdom.   For generations, the Jews had 
been looking forward to being there.   They were, after all, God’s special people. 
 
The king in the story is the figure of God who invites guests to the wedding of his 
son.   He has spent a lot of time in preparation because it is to be a glorious event.   
He is a generous host who knows how to throw a good party.   When all is ready, he 
sends his servants to inform the invited guests.   The servants stand for the 
prophets who have previously delivered God’s invitation.   Now it is time to come. 
 
But the invited guests snub the messengers.   They stand for the chosen people of 
God, the people of Israel who for generations have refused to heed the warnings and 
worshipped other gods. 
 
Disappointed, the king sends out a second group of servants to plead with his 
guests.   He would not accept the first refusal but presses the invitation because he 
wants his people to be with him.   Everything is ready, please come.    
 
In this, Jesus is showing God’s patience, and his longing for his people to be with 
him in his kingdom.  But the guests make light of their invitation and get on with 
what they consider more important things.    
 
Luke’s telling of the same story has some fairly amusing excuses but in Matthew’s 
account the matter has a serious urgency.   His writing primarily addresses the 
Jewish people and he wants his message to be clear.   These second slaves 
represent the first apostles and their mission to the Jews.   But what happens?  The 
guests maltreat and kill the slaves.  This understandably enrages the king and he 
destroys them and their city. 
 
As Matthew saw it, the consequences of the refusal were terrible.   He wants his 
readers to grasp the consequences for them.   Writing towards the end of the first 



century, he sees the armies sent by the king as a figure of the Roman armies which 
besieged and captured Jerusalem in AD70, demolishing the Temple and burning the 
city.    
 
Finally, the extension of the invitation to the highways and byways represents the 
carrying of the Gospel to the Gentiles, after Jesus has been rejected by the Jewish 
people.   If they will not come, others can take their places. 
 
Central to this story is the image of God as a patient and generous host who extends 
his invitation to everyone.   Even the needy and the outcast are given a welcome.   
He throws open wide the door to his kingdom to all, and longs for everyone and 
anyone to be with him at his great heavenly feast.   
  
Quite rightly we value the image of God who calls the good and the bad to the 
banquet in heaven.   Each of us is invited.   The invitation is free, without any 
conditions.   
 
But, encouraging though it might be, there is a challenge in this story.   How ready 
we are to join God’s heavenly banquet?   We have received his invitation in Jesus 
Christ.   Are we insulting him by putting his invitation on one side for another day? 
 
In many ways, these last few months have forced us to take a look at the priorities 
in our lives.   With more time on our hands, many of us have had more opportunity 
for prayer and bible reading.  With less noise and fewer distractions, are we hearing 
God’s invitation more clearly?   What or who are the things which are getting in the 
way?   We are all invited.   Everything is ready;  are we ready to accept?    
 
And if God’s invitation is extended to each of us, we also must ensure that it is 
passed on to others beyond our usual circle. 
 
In this life, the Church can be – should be – a glimpse of what is to come, a place 
where all are welcome and no one is turned away because they are not good 
enough, a place of gladness and joy in God’s salvation. 
 
But the second story is a stark reminder that we have to be properly prepared for 
this party.    The expectation is that we will prepare ourselves now by being dressed 
appropriately.   We mustn’t be careless and slovenly about our clothing and expect 
to get away with it.    
 
Remember that Jesus was addressing the Jews who considered that their place at 
the heavenly banquet was assured.  They depended too heavily on their special role 
as God’s chosen people and failed to take the offer seriously.   Maybe we are in 
danger of making the same mistake.   So often people think that because they lead 
a “good life” their future is secure.   Or they have been baptised so they are assured 
of a place in heaven.   Or because they go to church regularly, they have nothing to 
worry about. 
 
Perhaps the best description of the proper wardrobe for a Christian is given to us by 
St Paul in his letter to the Colossians, chapter 3.   He writes 
 



“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility meekness and patience.   Bear with one another and, if anyone 
has a complaint against another, forgive each other, just as the Lord has forgiven 
you.   Above all, clothe yourselves with love which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony.” 
 
These are the qualities God looks for in those who sit down with him at his banquet.   
The list is very similar to the gifts of the Holy Spirit in Paul’s letter to the Galatians.   
These are the qualities which we must keep well laundered and pressed ready for 
the call.   We need to examine our clothing regularly and attend to the things which 
are shabby.   Most of these qualities do not come easily to us and we need the Holy 
Spirit constantly to refresh and renew us.   Clothed in the gifts of the Spirit, we can 
be assured that we will never be thrown out of any banquet. 
 
How ready are we for when the summons comes? None of us know when that might 
be. 
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