
Sermon at Brockenhurst - July 12th 2020

Parable of the Sower (Matt 13: 1-9 & 18 - 23) 

The parable we’ve just heard is perhaps one of the most familiar in the NT - but what does 
it actually mean – why did Jesus tell it?

I can think of three reasons why Jesus told this parable.

Firstly, and most importantly, Jesus told the parable to tell us something about the nature 
of God.

In Greek the parable does not begin with the phrase, ‘A sower,’ but rather, ‘The sower.’  

The sower is God who scatters his seed which is his word of truth and healing and love - 
and the something that Jesus wanted us to know about God is that He is outrageously 
generous.
During lockdown the Newham family dug and planted three vegetable plots in our garden.

The planting was carried out to strict rules of straight lines with the recommended space 
left between each seedling planted.

In no way did I go out into the garden and start chucking precious seed all over the place – 
not minding if some landed on the concrete path, or on the flower beds or the lawn, and 
hoping that some just might end up on the carefully prepared vegetable plots!

When Jesus originally told this parable I imagine the hearers must have laughed out loud, 
‘What on earth was the sower thinking – throwing that precious seed all over the place in 
the hope that some would land on fertile soil – what a ridiculous way to go about sowing!’

But that’s part of the point of the parable – God is not like us - he is outrageously, joyfully, 
generous.



He sows his word of love and joy and healing, everywhere – not caring on what soil it 
lands and not holding back his generous hand - for there’s enough to go around and it will 
flourish where it will.

Such an attitude can stand in contrast to our own stinginess.  

The truth can often be that we don’t tend to believe that there’s enough to go around.  

We don’t begin with the generous assumption that every kind of soil can benefit from the 
seed.  We don’t always have confidence that God’s Word will go out from God’s mouth 
and accomplish what God purposes for it, no matter where it lands.  
We don’t always trust in God’s endless ability to soften hard ground, clear away rocks, and 
cut through the most stubborn of thorns to make way for a harvest.  

In short, I forget that all the terrain is finally God’s, under God’s provision and sustained by 
God’s love.  Who am I to tell God, the Creator of the earth and all that is in it, what “good 
soil” looks like?  Who am I to decide who is worthy and who is not of the sower’s 
generosity?  Who am I to hoard what I have been so freely and lavishly given?  Who am I 
to look at God's generous blessing and call it waste?

This parable challenges me to be more like God – outrageously and ridiculously generous. 
 

It also challenges me to ask, ‘What soil am I?’

When some receive the word of God they are like a trampled path.

The Greek makes it clear that it is not the way in which the word is given that makes it 
difficult to understand, but rather the hardness of heart of the hearer - they are like a 
trampled path in which no seed can take root.  

It is because they refuse to understand and receive the seed that the word is able to be 
snatched away.



We are increasingly seeing in our world such hardness of heart – in international politics 
and issues of systemic inequality and injustice - a world where people refuse to listen to 
any voice other than that which confirms what they want to believe the truth to be.

They exist within a bubble of like-minded voices refusing any truth other than their own.

What should our response be to such behaviour?

It should be the same as the sower - we continue to generously spread the good seed of 
peace, love, justice and truth.  

We have no other choice.
  
If we do anything else - if we respond with hatred or disinterest - then we too will become 
people of hard and stubborn hearts - we will become the trampled pathway within which no 
good seed can take hold.

Other people, we are told, receive the word enthusiastically and with joy, but as the word 
starts to make demands upon them - challenging them to change their lifestyle or leading 
them into difficulty - they give up.

They are like rocky ground in which the seed can develop no deep, sustaining, life-giving 
root. 

I wonder - have we ever noticed this warning that the word of God may actually lead us 
into trouble and conflict as it calls us to grow and change?  

God makes no promise that being a Christian will be easy. 

I meet some who seem to be surprised when trouble comes upon them as if being a 
Christian should be some defense against hardship!



Others are like thorny ground in which the word takes hold and grows, but is choked by the 
cares of this world and the lure of wealth and materialism.  

Here is a challenge for us to think where our priorities are - or as St. Paul writes in this 
morning’s epistle, ‘For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of 
the flesh, but those who live according to the spirit, set their minds on the things of the 
spirit.  To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the spirit is life and 
peace.’

On what do we set our mind - where are our priorities in life?  

Are they on the things of the flesh such as money, materialism, our bodies?  

In themselves these are not bad things, but when we invest too much importance in them 
these things can choke us and distract us from God’s way, and when they do we become 
like thorny ground - unfertile and bearing little fruit.

Others, we are told, are like fertile ground - they hear the word and understand it - they let 
it take root in their lives - they act upon it - and so the seed grows within them and bears 
fruit.

Their love, joy peace, patience, kindness, self-control and generosity bring life and hope 
and healing to others.

This is the soil we are called to be – a fertile soil in which God’s word can grow and bear 
fruit that others might be blessed and so also come to be fertile soil - or as John put it in 
his sermon the other week, ‘What’s your R number?’

How many people are you infecting with Christianity?
 
So often we can see ourselves as one or other of these types of soil - but I think that in 
reality we are a mixture.  
Parts of us are fertile ground in which we receive the word of God and let it grow.  
However, where God’s word challenges us, upsets us, unsettles us - maybe we are more 
like the stony or thorny ground or even the well trodden pathway.



We need to be constantly asking ourselves where in our lives are we refusing to receive 
the word of God and letting it grow and bear fruit?

Jesus didn’t just tell this parable to point to something of the nature of God and as a 
challenge to us - he also told it to encourage us.

So often we can become discouraged at how few people seem to receive the word of God 
into their lives and grow in faith.

Jesus’ early disciples were no different - but in this parable Jesus encourages them.  

Even when we spread good seed many will reject it or refuse to let it grow in their lives – 
but this doesn’t mean we are failing.  

We cannot determine how people will receive it and act upon it - and it may take many 
years to grow and bear fruit - something we will perhaps never see.

In an age obsessed with success, we need to remember that our calling is simply to be like 
the sower - to spread good seed generously without judging or being concerned about the 
nature of the ground upon which it falls – and to let that same seed take root and bear fruit 
in our own lives.  Amen


