
Fourth Sunday after Trinity – July 5th – Revd. Canon Diane Webster – Jesus said “Come to 
me, learn from me.” 
 
This week it's my turn to welcome you to my home, which I'm very glad to be able to do. 
Let's begin with a prayer. 

 
Heavenly Father as we come to reflect on that Bible passage. We ask that you will 
open our minds and our hearts to receive whatever message you have for each one 
of us today. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
We've become very used to hearing experts on radio and television, giving their views on all 
kinds of things, and frequently, it has to be said disagreeing with each other. Sometimes we 
can see both points of view and we're left undecided.  If it's a topic which directly affects us 
we have to assess the evidence and to make our own decision.  The Scribes and the 
Pharisees were regarded as experts in the Jewish law and the authority and its 
interpretation.  They often criticise Jesus and his disciples for openly flouting it although it's 
clear that they were more interested in preserving their own status than hearing about the 
true nature of God.  Several times, they censured him when he healed people on the 
Sabbath; the day where no work was permitted and because he refused to check his 
disciples, when they failed to wash their hands before eating. How could he claim to be a 
teacher of the law when he didn't adhere to it himself.  Worse still, in their view, was that he 
spent his time with sinners. Remember, that in Jesus time, there were whole groups of 
people who were dismissed as sinners, simply because they followed what were regarded 
as dishonourable occupations. People who led lifestyles which didn't permit them to observe 
the small print of the law, like shepherds, donkey drivers, peddlers, tanners and tax 
collectors.  All these people were deprived of civil rights and refused entry into the 
synagogue.  They were at the bottom of the social heap and according to the lawyers 
interpretation, Jesus should not socialise with them.  As they saw it, Jesus was too soft to 
have credibility.   
 
We can perhaps sense something of Jesus’ frustration, as he likens the behaviour of these 
religious leaders to a bunch of quarrelsome children.  One group have some flutes, and 
they're playing joyful wedding music for dancing and encouraging others to join in.   The rest 
of the children are looking on, but they don't want to be involved; dancing is the last thing 
they want to do.   In another corner, a group starts playing funerals. They start weeping and 
wailing as was the custom of the time, and invite the others to do the same.  But nobody 
wants to share in a gloomy game like that either.   The children have a choice, but nobody 
wants to join in at playing weddings, nor do they want to play funerals.  It would not have 
taken much imagination for those listening to Jesus, to recognise the point he was making.  
John the Baptist’s message was harsh. He told people that being religious and respectable 
wasn't good enough. He told them in no uncertain terms that they had to repent of their sins 
and start living in a more actively loving way.  His condemnation, was like a funeral.  And 
they didn't want to play that game.  Well Jesus’ forgiveness was more like a wedding party, 
to which anyone and everyone was invited.  And they didn't want to join in with that game 
either. For the experts; the upholders of the law, neither John nor Jesus would do.  Jesus 
came to preach and teach the truth about God's kingdom but the religious leaders were 
deeply offended, and they felt threatened. He had no intention of doing away with the law 
but he refused to support those who spent their time manufacturing new burdens for people 
to carry. He knew that there were many people who regarded the commandments; 613 of 
them, as an insufferable burden. They were unable to bear the heavy load of failure, not 
being good enough, imposed on them by the lawyers, and consequently they were treated 



as religious outcasts. When Jesus was asked on another occasion, which was the most 
important law. He replied, that it was to love God and to love our neighbour as ourselves. To 
love. No long list of do's and don'ts; one simple, but demanding requirement.  The message 
of the gospel is that Jesus is showing us a new way. Come to me, learn from me and you 
will find rest for your souls. God chose him to be the one who embodies the new law. The 
law of love. Now, Jesus invites us to be yoked with him, to work together with him, spreading 
his Gospel of reconciliation and hope. It's not a formal yoke of specific, legalistic, religious 
requirements. But a yoke of commitment to him and his way, which is both easier and harder.  
A yoke is used to facilitate a job of work, usually a job which requires strength, it should fit 
comfortably and not be oppressive. An ill-fitting yoke would hamper progress, rather than 
make the task easier. Those around Jesus would have been used to seeing oxen yoked 
together, pulling a plough, usually a strong or more experienced animal was paired with one 
slightly less strong, and they needed to work together, in time with each other, to be the most 
effective. Both pulling their weight.  
 
What might be his priorities for us now. We're going through very disturbing and distressing 
times. And it's not over yet. There have been some wonderful examples of loving sacrificial 
service in this community, and around the world. But this pandemic has also increased the 
social and economic injustices in our society. While racial inequality has been highlighted 
injustice is much wider and deeper than that. People already experiencing financial hardship, 
ill health, unemployment and poor educational opportunities have been badly, and 
disproportionately affected.  These would be the people, especially close to Jesus’ heart and 
He calls us to address the problems with compassion and determination, as we move into a 
future which is going to look very different.   
 
Here in Brockenhurst we live in a very cocooned, and well-resourced area. So the first step 
would be to acknowledge our own culpability, and how we listen to the cries for help.  When 
we work with Jesus He will show us a way forward and help to keep us on the straight path 
when we falter with our focus on the way ahead.  Our contribution will vary according to our 
personal situation; it may be full on in practical activity, it may be making representations to 
the decision makers, sharing our resources more generously, or as simple as a loving 
appreciative word to those who contribute to our well-being. We have a choice. We can 
either plough on with life, wrapped up in our own concerns weighed down with the heavy 
demands of daily living, burdened by the guilt of our failures and striving to rid our 
consciences of our guilt because we don't feel good enough to be loved by God. Or we can 
take up Jesus’ invitation to share his yoke and be part of his mission to bring his love, justice 
and peace wherever we go and to all we meet. No special training is required, just a 
willingness to take our lead from Him and to stay close.  In the next few months, the road 
ahead may not be easy and we must not forget that Jesus’ way led to the cross, and is 
demanding and costly. But we do not need to travel alone. The last words Jesus spoke to 
his disciples were “I am with you always, to the end of time”. And that promise is true for us. 
When we allow Jesus to share and shape our life we'll find the peace which will carry us 
through until we find the eternal rest and peace, which lasts forever. Jesus says to each of 
us “Come to me, learn from me and you will find rest for your souls”. 
 
Amen. 
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